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south, and Miles Street to the north, matching the existing roadway cross-section at these overpass 
bridges.   

The project will make use of a temporary bridge to maintain three lanes of southbound traffic for the 
duration of construction, and will also utilize a temporary construction trestle. There is a stormwater 
management basin proposed within the infield of the Parkway Northbound Exit 156 ramp to U.S. 46 
Eastbound.  There are also several retaining walls to minimize right-of-way and slope impacts.   

The project required several environmental permits, which have been obtained, including the New 
Jersey DEP Flood Hazard Area Permit, Freshwater Wetlands Permit, and Water Quality Certificates. Soil 
Erosion and Sediment Control Certifications were obtained from the soil conservation districts on each 
side of the river.   

Construction Staging 
Construction for Contract No. P100.476 will be performed in three main stages.  In Pre-Stage 1, the 
temporary traffic bridge and temporary construction trestle will be constructed. As this work is "offline" 
with respect to the Parkway, Parkway traffic will not be significantly affected during this stage. In Stage 
1, southbound traffic will be shifted onto the temporary bridge and northbound traffic will be shifted to 
the existing southbound side. Then the existing northbound side of the bridge will be demolished and 
reconstructed, with most of the work being accessed from the temporary construction trestle to the east 
of the Parkway bridge. This allows the northbound traffic to be shifted onto the newly constructed 
northbound side of the bridge for Stage 2 of construction.  In this stage, the existing southbound side of 
the bridge will be demolished and reconstructed, with most of the work being accessed from the bridge 
itself.  Once both northbound and southbound sides of the bridge have been reconstructed, traffic will 
be shifted into its final configuration.  In Stage 3, the temporary traffic bridge and temporary 
construction trestle will be removed when no longer needed.   

Roadway Closures and Detours 
Several roads and ramps will be subject to short- or long-term closures to allow for construction. Certain 
activities, including removing existing and erecting proposed structural steel or erection of sign 
structures, will require very short duration roadway closures, limited to ten minutes. 

Long-Term Full-Time Closures: 
Closure of the Garden State Parkway Northbound exit ramp at Interchange 156 is required to provide 
space for the contractor to perform retaining wall construction along the ramp. The duration is 
anticipated to be approximately three months. The exit ramp is signed for Route 20 Northbound, 
however it connects directly with U.S. 46 Eastbound. Since the Parkway is restricted to cars only in the 
project area, no trucks will be directed to the detour route.   

The Lexington Avenue ramp to U.S. 46 Westbound will need to be closed intermittently over the duration 
of construction for access to construction areas for work immediately adjacent to the ramp, including 
sign structure construction along U.S. 46 and south abutment construction. This ramp and the adjacent 
ramp to the Parkway Southbound will not be closed at the same time.  

 







 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX A 
 

Notice of Public Hearing 
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The purpose of the public hearing is to inform the public about the Project and to solicit 
comments.  In addition to the opportunity to provide comments during the hearing, members of 
the public will be given the opportunity to provide written comments.  All comments received, 
whether oral or written, will be responded to in a written Public Hearing Report that will be 
made available to the public. 

 
Written comments may be submitted to the Authority prior to the hearing and until 

September 24, 2020, which is the official closing date of the comment period.  Written 
comments should be sent via regular mail or Email addressed to: 
 

King F. Lee, Hearing Officer 
New Jersey Turnpike Authority 

P.O. Box 5042 
Woodbridge, New Jersey 07095-5042 

 
Email:  publichearing@njta.com 

 
 
 

JOHN M. KELLER 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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Letters Sent to Public Officials and Interested Parties 
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Public Hearing Handout 
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Transcript of Proceedings of Public Hearing 
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1                 HEARING OFFICER LEE:  Good evening and

2   welcome to the public hearing of the New Jersey

3   Turnpike Authority's Construction Contract Number

4   P-100.476, Superstructure replacement and widening of

5   Garden State Parkway Bridge No. 158.2 over the Passaic

6   River, U.S. Route 46, and River Drive.

7                 My name is King Lee, and I am the project

8   manager for this project at the New Jersey Turnpike

9   Authority.  It is now 6:01 p.m. on Wednesday,

10   September 9th, 2020.  I will be serving as the hearing

11   officer this evening.

12               This hearing is being conducted pursuant to

13   Executive Order No. 172, and the format of this

14   hearing will follow its requirements.  In keeping with

15   the emergency orders issued by Governor Murphy as a

16   result of COVID-19, the hearing is being held

17   virtually, with the public attending via video or

18   audio connection.  The purpose of the hearing is for

19   the Authority to receive your opinions,

20   recommendations, suggestions and comments regarding

21   this project.  This is not a question-and-answer

22   session, but to the extent that basic questions can be

23   answered, we will attempt to do so.

24                 Today's public hearing will begin with a

25   presentation of the project by a representative of the
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1   Authority.  After the presentation, public officials

2   and then members of the public will be given the

3   opportunity to provide comments for the record.

4                 This hearing will be conducted according

5   to these specific rules:

6                 First, public officials who wish to speak

7   will be given the opportunity to speak first.  They

8   will be afforded up to ten minutes.

9                 Second, all members of the public who

10   wish to speak will be given an opportunity to speak in

11   the order in which they joined the hearing by either

12   computer or other electronic device and then for those

13   who have dialed in.  They will be afforded up to five

14   minutes, and the remaining time cannot be assigned to

15   another speaker.

16                 Third, for those that do speak, please

17   clearly state your name, spell your last name, and

18   identify your town of residence so that the court

19   reporter can put it in the official record.

20                 Fourth, the proceedings are being

21   recorded by the Certified Court Reporter.

22                 And finally, you have the option of

23   providing written comments using the address or email

24   address posted on the Authority's website.  There is

25   no limit on the length of written comments or email



6

www.RLResources.com
Renzi Legal Resources  (609) 989-9199

1   comments.  The Authority will accept written comments

2   until September 24, 2020, which is the closing date

3   for this EO 172 public hearing.  All written comments

4   will be accepted and entered into the record.

5                 The agenda for this presentation will

6   include the following:

7                 Introduction and Purpose & Need of the

8   project.

9                 Description of the proposed improvements.

10                 Summary of the public comment period.

11                 And finally, we will open the floor for

12   public comments.

13                 The presenters this evening will be

14   myself and Mr. David Rue from WSP, who is the

15   consultant Project Manager for this project.  WSP is

16   the consultant responsible for the design of the

17   improvements.

18                 Additionally, we will have the following

19   representatives of the Authority to assist this

20   evening:

21                 Mr. Shawn Taylor, Director of Community

22   and Government Relations.

23                 Mr. Larry Williams, Deputy Chief

24   Engineer.

25                 Mr. William Wilson, Senior Supervising
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1   Engineer.

2                 Garden State Parkway Bridge No. 158.2

3   carrying three lanes of traffic in both the northbound

4   and southbound roadways was originally constructed in

5   1955 and widened in 1963.  The bridge is in overall

6   fair condition due to the condition of the

7   superstructure.  Construction Contract No. P100-476

8   will replace the bridge superstructure with a new

9   widened superstructure that will provide full width

10   lanes and adequate shoulders.  The project is designed

11   to extend the remaining life of the structure,

12   improve safety, and minimize the duration of

13   construction.

14                 All the proposed improvements in the

15   project will be constructed within the Garden State

16   Parkway right-of-way.

17                 The environmental permits for this

18   contract were obtained April 14th, 2020.

19                 Currently, this contract is in the final

20   design phase and is anticipated to be advertised in

21   October 2020, with a notice to proceed in March 2021.

22                 I would now like to ask Mr. David Rue

23   from WSP, who is the Project Manager, to discuss the

24   proposed improvements.  Dave.

25                 MR. RUE:  Thank you, King.
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1                 As King noted, the project goals include

2   extending the remaining life of the structure while

3   improving other deficiencies to the extent practical.

4   The existing piers and abutments are in satisfactory

5   condition, but the superstructure is deteriorated and

6   is approaching the end of its useful life; therefore,

7   the superstructure will be replaced with a new widened

8   superstructure that provides three 12-foot traffic

9   lanes, 12-foot right shoulders, and 5-foot left

10   shoulders in each direction.   Geometric deficiencies

11   will also be improved to the extent practical to

12   improve motorist safety.

13                 The project extends from Clifton, Passaic

14   County, to Elmwood Park, Bergen County, between

15   Interchanges 156 and 157 on the Garden State Parkway,

16   as you can see within the yellow box on this slide.

17                 The approach roadway will be widened

18   between the two adjacent overpass structures on each

19   side of the Passaic River, Lakeview Avenue to the

20   south, and Miles Street to the north, matching the

21   existing roadway cross-section at these overpass

22   bridges.

23                 The project makes use of a temporary

24   bridge (depicted in yellow on this slide) to maintain

25   three lanes of southbound traffic for the duration of
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1   construction.  There is a stormwater management basin

2   (depicted in blue) proposed for within the infield of

3   the Parkway Northbound Exit 156 ramp to U.S. 46

4   Eastbound.

5                 There are several retaining walls

6   (depicted in red) to minimize right-of-way and slope

7   impacts.

8                 The project required several

9   environmental permits, which have been obtained,

10   including the New Jersey DEP Flood Hazard Area Permit,

11   Freshwater Wetlands Permit, and Water Quality

12   Certificates.  Soil Erosion and Sediment Control

13   Certifications were obtained from the soil

14   conservation districts on each side of the river.

15                 This slide illustrates the construction

16   staging for the bridge reconstruction.  In the upper

17   left is the existing bridge cross-section.  On this

18   slide, existing elements are shown in green;

19   demolition work is shown orange; temporary elements

20   are shown yellow; and new permanent elements are shown

21   gray.

22                 In the first construction stage, the

23   temporary bridge is constructed.  Next, southbound

24   traffic is shifted onto the temporary bridge and

25   northbound traffic is shifted to the existing
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1   southbound side.  Then the existing northbound side of

2   the bridge is demolished and reconstructed, with most

3   of the work being accessed from a temporary

4   construction trestle, which is not pictured, to the

5   east of the Parkway bridge.  This allows the

6   northbound traffic to be shifted onto the newly

7   constructed northbound side of the bridge; then the

8   existing southbound side of the bridge can be

9   demolished and reconstructed, with most of the work

10   being accessed from the bridge itself.

11                 Once both northbound and southbound sides

12   of the bridge have been reconstructed, traffic is

13   shifted into its final configuration.

14                 Finally, the temporary traffic bridge and

15   temporary construction trestle are removed when no

16   longer needed.

17                 Several roads and ramps (listed on this

18   slide) will be subject to short- or long-term closures

19   to allow for construction.  Certain activities,

20   including erecting structural steel or erection of

21   sign structures, will require very short duration

22   roadway closures, limited to ten minutes.  The

23   following slides will depict the specifics of the

24   individual detours.

25                 Closure of the Garden State Parkway
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1   Northbound exit ramp at Interchange 156 (shown in red

2   on this slide) is required to provide space for the

3   contractor to perform retaining wall construction

4   along the ramp.  The duration is anticipated to be

5   approximately three months.  The exit ramp is signed

6   for Route 20 Northbound, even though it connects

7   directly with U.S. 46 Eastbound.  Since the Parkway is

8   restricted to cars only in the project area, no trucks

9   will be directed to the detour route.

10                 Detour routes are on all on major

11   highways, such that no local streets are impacted.

12   The detour route using Exit 154 (shown in green) is

13   expected to capture the majority of the affected

14   traffic.  The detour route at Exit 157 (shown in

15   orange) are for those who miss Exit 154 and requires a

16   U-turn at Mola Boulevard intersection (off the slide).

17                 The Lexington Avenue ramp to U.S. 46

18   Westbound needs to be closed intermittently over the

19   duration of construction for work immediately adjacent

20   to the ramp, including sign structure construction

21   along U.S. 46 and south abutment construction.

22   Closure is needed for access to construction areas.

23                 This ramp and the adjacent ramp to the

24   Parkway Southbound will not be closed at the same

25   time.  The detour route is mostly on major highways.
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1                 The construction project relocates the

2   ramp from Lexington Avenue to the Parkway Southbound

3   to allow space for the temporary bridge and approach

4   roadway.  Closures allow construction where new

5   pavement meets existing.  The hours are limited to

6   10 p.m. to 6 a.m., when traffic is at its lightest.

7                 The detour uses major highways and it

8   removes traffic from Lexington Avenue during detour

9   hours.  No trucks are in detour traffic.

10                 Route 21 Northbound narrows to one lane

11   before merging to U.S. 46 Eastbound on the left side.

12   The ramp from Ackerman Avenue to Route 21 Northbound

13   is also required to be closed during these times.

14                 Detour routing and signing addresses

15   access to both U.S. 46 Eastbound and Route 20

16   Northbound.  The detour is limited to midnight to

17   5 a.m.  Traffic levels are lightest during these hours

18   to minimize impacts in Garfield.

19                 This slide depicts the general

20   construction schedule.  Pre-Stage 1 includes the

21   construction of the temporary traffic bridge and

22   temporary construction trestle.  As this work is

23   "offline" with respect to the Parkway, Parkway traffic

24   will not be significantly affected during this stage.

25   Stage 1 includes the northbound bridge demolition and
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1   reconstruction.  Stage 2 includes the southbound

2   bridge demolition and reconstruction.  Stage 3

3   includes the removal of the temporary traffic bridge

4   and temporary construction trestle.

5                 With that, I'll hand the presentation

6   back to King Lee, who will review how to provide

7   comments and/or share concerns on the project.

8                 HEARING OFFICER LEE:  Thank you, Dave.

9                 Anyone wishing to speak at this hearing

10   will be provided the opportunity to do so.

11   Additionally, any members of the public wishing to

12   provide written comments may do so by using the

13   address or email address posted on the Authority's

14   website.

15                 The Authority will accept written

16   comments until September 24, 2020, which is the

17   closing date for this EO 172 public hearing.

18                 The Authority will evaluate the oral and

19   written comments and will address them by way of a

20   Hearing Report that will be prepared by the Authority.

21   A copy of the Hearing Report will be available to the

22   public and will be sent to all municipalities and

23   counties within the project area.

24                 We will begin taking comments first from

25   those who have joined the hearing by either computer
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1   or other electronic device using the WebEx software

2   and then move on to those who have dialed in.  If you

3   are using the WebEx software, please use the "Raise

4   Hand" function on the bottom right-hand corner of your

5   screen to indicate your desire to speak.  I will then

6   unmute each individual who has used the "Raise Hand"

7   function one at a time to speak.  When you are

8   unmuted, please clearly state your name, spell your

9   last name, and identify where you live in the state of

10   New Jersey or elsewhere.  Please use the "Raise Hand"

11   function again to lower your hand after speaking.

12                 I will unmute the phone lines when all

13   who joined by either computer or other electronic

14   device have had an opportunity to comment.  For those

15   members of the public who dialed into the hearing, you

16   must press *3 on your keypad to raise your hand to

17   signal your desire to speak.  Once you have raised

18   your hand, you will hear the prompt, "You have raised

19   your hand to ask a question.  Please wait to speak

20   until the host calls on you."  After I unmute your

21   phone line, you will hear the prompt, "Your phone line

22   is unmuted."  When you are unmuted, please clearly

23   state your name, spell your last name, and identify

24   where you live in the state of New Jersey or

25   elsewhere.  Please press *3 again to lower your hand
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1   after speaking.

2                 For anyone who joined the hearing with a

3   computer or other electronic device that is not

4   equipped to provide oral comments, please dial into

5   the hearing now or use the email address posted on the

6   Authority's website to have your comments on the

7   record.  The Authority will address your comments in

8   the final Hearing Report.

9                 The order to provide oral comment:

10                 First, public officials who joined the

11   hearing by either computer or other electronic device

12   using the WebEx software.

13                 Second, public official who dialed into

14   the hearing.

15                 Third, members of the public who joined

16   the hearing by either computer or other electronic

17   device using the WebEx software.

18                 And then, members of the public who

19   dialed into the hearing.

20                 The floor is now open for public

21   comments.

22                 Jackson Hurst, you are the next speaker.

23   If you are a public official, please state your full

24   name, spell your last name, and identify your

25   organization.
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1                 MR. HURST:  I am not a public official.

2   I am a member of the public.

3                 HEARING OFFICER LEE:  Okay.  So at this

4   time, we're only taking comments from the public

5   officials.  So please hold off and we will get back to

6   you.

7                 Seeing no hands raised, we now move onto

8   the public officials who have dialed in.  Are there

9   any public officials that wish to speak before we move

10   onto the public?

11                 Seeing no hands raised, we now move onto

12   members of the public who have joined the hearing by

13   either computer or other electronic device using the

14   WebEx software.

15                 Jackson Hurst, you are the next speaker.

16   You are unmuted.

17                 MR. HURST:  My name is Jackson Hurst,

18   H-u-r-s-t.  I live at 4216 Cornell, C-o-r-n-e-l-l,

19   Crossing, Kennesaw, K-e-n-n-e-s-a-w, Georgia 30144.

20                 HEARING OFFICER LEE:  Okay, please

21   provide your comment.

22                 MR. HURST:  I love how the New Jersey

23   Turnpike Authority is going to be replacing the Garden

24   State Parkway bridge over the Passaic River, because

25   replacing this bridge will bring the existing bridge
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1   condition up to good standard, and it will also help

2   with long-term maintenance, especially since during

3   the winter, a lot of snow and salt gets into the

4   bridge joints and girders and it causes corrosion, and

5   also heavy trucks can also cause corrosion as well.

6                 HEARING OFFICER LEE:  Okay, thank you.

7   The Authority will address your comments or questions

8   in the Final Hearing Report.

9                 Is there anyone else that wishes to

10   speak?  Anyone else?  We will keep the public comments

11   period open until 7 o'clock for anyone who has joined

12   the hearing late and will give them the opportunity to

13   speak.

14                 You are unmuted.  Please state your full

15   name, spell your last name.

16                 VOICE:  Hi, King?

17                 HEARING OFFICER LEE:  Yes, yes, go ahead.

18                 TECHNICIAN:  Hello?

19                 HEARING OFFICER LEE:  Hello.  You are

20   unmuted.  Please state your full name, spell your last

21   name.

22                 VOICE:  Hello?

23                 HEARING OFFICER LEE:  Hello.  Can you

24   hear us?

25                 TECHNICIAN:  Can you hear us?  Hello?
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1                 HEARING OFFICER LEE:  Hello.

2                 MS. ZACH:  Someone is speaking but King

3   is not answering.  Somebody is talking.

4                 TECHNICIAN:  You unmuted yourself?

5                 HEARING OFFICER LEE:  Hello.  Can you

6   hear us?

7                 TECHNICIAN:  Caller, can you please try

8   to dial in again?

9                 HEARING OFFICER LEE:  It seems like we're

10   having a technical difficulty from hearing your

11   comment.  Please use the email address to submit your

12   comments.

13                 MR. WILSON:  Try calling in again.  Have

14   him call again.

15                 TECHNICIAN:  Caller, if you could please

16   try calling in again.

17                 HEARING OFFICER LEE:  He hung up.  So he

18   disappeared.

19                 This is the public hearing for

20   Construction Contract Number P-100.476.  We are still

21   open for taking comments, so if anyone would like to

22   speak, please raise your hand and I will unmute you.

23                 Seeing no other hands raised and hearing

24   nobody else on the telephone who may want to make

25   comments, the time for all comments is now closed.
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1                 That concludes the hearing.  It is now

2   7 p.m.  The hearing is now closed.

3                 As a reminder, the Authority will accept

4   written comments until September 24, 2020, which is

5   the closing date for this EO 172 public hearing.  A

6   Final Hearing Report will be issued after the close of

7   the comment period and will be made available for the

8   public.  I want to thank everyone for attending.

9                 (Wherein the hearing is concluded at 7:00

10   p.m.)

11
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1                C E R T I F I C A T E

2

3       I, RONDA L. REINSTEIN, a Certified Court

4 Reporter of the State of New Jersey, authorized to

5 administer oaths pursuant to R.S.41:2-2, do hereby

6 certify that the foregoing is a true and accurate

7 transcript of the testimony as taken stenographically

8 by and before me at the time, place and on the date

9 herein before set forth, to the best of my ability.

10       I DO FURTHER CERTIFY that I am neither a

11 relative nor employee nor attorney nor counsel of any

12 of the parties to this action, and that I am neither a

13 relative nor employee of such attorney or counsel, and

14 that I am not financially interested in the action.

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22 -------------------------------------------------

23 RONDA L. REINSTEIN, CCR No. 30X100217800

24

25 Dated: September 28, 2020
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APPENDIX F 
 

Public Hearing Presentation 



1

Contract No. P100.476 
Superstructure Replacement 
and Widening of Bridge No. 
158.2 GSP Bridge over 
Passaic River, US Route 46 
and River Drive

Public Hearing

September 9, 2020
At 6:00PM
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