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OF

NEW JERSEY TURNPIKE AUTHORITY

I, James D. Carone, hereby certify that I am the

Executive Director of the New Jersey Turnpike Authority and as

such, certify that the attached copy of PROCEEDINGS OF THE

NEW JERSEY TURNPIKE AUTHORITY is a true and correct copy

of the Minutes of the May 20, 2025 Meeting of the Authority.

IN WITNESS THEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and

affixed the official seal of the New Jersey Turnpike Authority this

22"^ day of May, 2025.

ATTEST:

ifer jnski

fcretary to the Authority
Jaifn^D. Carone
Executive Director

Corporate Seal

Date: May 22, 2025

Received in the Governor's Office May 22, 2025

Received by:

Print Name Signature

Veto Period Ends: /urQZ—(q^—
Ite it^e ̂tfe the veto period ends)



Philip D. Murphy

Governor

^tate of
Office of the Governor

P.O. Box 001

Trenton, N J 08625-0001 Aaron J. Creuz

Deputy Chief Counsel

TO: Jennifer Kanski kanski@nita.com

FROM: Kelley Trimble, Authorities Unit, Office of the Governor

DATE: May 22, 2025

RE: New Jersey Turnpike Authority Minutes

This email is confirmation that the Authorities Unit received the minutes from the May 20,2025,
board meeting on May 22, 2025. The calculated veto date is June 6, 2025.

Thank you.
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cc: Jessica O'Connor
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NJTA BOARD MEETING 5-20-2025

PROCEEDINGS OF MEETING OF NEW JERSEY TURNPIKE AUTHORITY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

Tuesday, May 20, 2025
(

900O000

Chair O'Connor called the meeting of the Authority's Board of Commissioners (the Board) into

session in the Executive Boardroom of the Authority's Headquarters Building at 1 Turnpike Plaza in

Woodbridge, New Jersey, at 9:01 a.m.

oooOooo

Pledge of Allegiance

oooOooo

BOARD ATTENDANCE

Present were Chair Francis O'Connor, Vice Chair Ulises Diaz, Treasurer Michael DuPont,

Commissioner Ronald Gravino, Commissioner Raphael Salermo (departed at 9:57 a.m.). Commissioner

Francisco Maidonado (absent) and Commissioner John Wisniewski. The meeting commenced at 9:01

a.m.

oooOooo

ALSO PRESENT

Executive Director James Carone, Deputy Executive Director Donna Wilser, Chief Engineer

Daniel Hesslein, Chief Information Officer Jose Dios, Director of Law Thomas Hoil, Director of Human

Resources Mary-Elizabeth Garrity, Director of Operations Kevin Dunn, Acting Director of Procurement

and Materials Management Angela McNally, Director of Tolis John La Beila, Director of Community and

Government Relations Shawn Taylor, Director of Internal Audit Amanda Felton, New Jersey State Poiice

Captain Michael Lavin, Troop D and Secretary to the Authority Jennifer Kanski.

Also present were: Outside Counsel, Judy Verrone, Esq. of DeCotiis, FitzPatrick, Cole & Giblin,

LLP, Governors' Authorities Unit Representative Jessica O'Connor (by tele-conference) and Deputy DOT

Commissioner Joseph Bertoni (by tele-conference).

oooOooo

NOTICE OF MEETING

This is a regular meeting of the New Jersey Turnpike Authority. Adequate notice of this meeting

has been provided in accordance with Chapter 231, P.L. 1975 in that notice has been given to The Star

Ledger and the Asbury Park Press, as well as numerous other newspapers, posted in the main lobby of

the Authority's Administration Offices at 1 Turnpike Plaza, Woodbridge, prominently posted on the New

Jersey Turnpike Authority's website at www.nita.com and on various social media piatforms, including

Facebook and Twitter, and notice has been forwarded to the Secretary of State, Trenton, New

Jersey. Additionally, Authority public meetings wili be held in-person and telephonically. Information and

instructions regarding telephonic access to the meetings by the public has been posted on the Authority's

website.
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Secretary to the Authority Kansk! takes Roll Call and the Following Were Present:

1. Vice Chair Diaz

2. Treasurer DuPont

3. Commissioner Gravino

4. Commissioner Salermo

5. Commissioner Maldonado (absent)

6. Commissioner Wisniewski

7. Chair O'Connor

oooOooo

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion to enter into Executive Session, not open to the public in accordance with the Open

Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b), to discuss matters pertaining to:

•  Litigation

The motion was made by Vice Chair Diaz and seconded by Commissioner Wisniewski and, after

the voice vote, the motion was duly adopted by the Board of Commissioners of the New Jersey Turnpike

Authority.

Executive Session was adjourned at 9:15 a.m. A motion was made by Commissioner Gravino

and seconded by Commissioner Salermo to resume the public portion of the meeting at 9:19 a.m.

Secretary to the Authority KanskI takes Roll Call and the Following Were Present:

1. Vice Chair Diaz

2. Treasurer DuPont

3. Commissioner Gravino

4. Commissioner Salermo

5. Commissioner Maldonado (absent)

6. Commissioner Wisniewski

7. Chair O'Connor

oooOooo

ACTION ON MINUTES

The Secretary to the Authority reported that ten days, excluding Saturdays, Sundays and

holidays, have elapsed since Governor Philip D. Murphy received the minutes of the regular meeting of

April 22, 2025; he did not exercise his power to veto any items in those minutes.

Upon motion made by Treasurer DuPont seconded by Vice Chair Diaz the minutes of the

meeting was approved.

oooOooo

RECUSALS

The Secretary to the Authority reported recusals or abstentions submitted for the record:

o Commissioner Maldonado is recused on Agenda Item Nos. 100 through 102 and 107

through 110.

oooOooo

PUBLIC COMMENT (In Person)

oooOooo

Mayor Ravi Bhalla
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Mr. Ravi Bhalla, Mayor of Hoboken, thanked the Board for letting him speak and explained he is

here to represent the residents of Hoboken and urged that the proposed Turnpike extension be halted

and although he shows his support in replacing and repairing outdated infrastructure, he explained that

expanding the lanes is an entirely different issue and he is not in favor of the expansion. Mayor Bhalla

explained he objects to the US Coast Guard's determination that there will be no significant impact with

this project and says it defies common sense and explained that the most concerning is there was

reliance by the US Coast Guard on Trump's administration policy that states they are no longer permitted

to consider to environmental justice concerns in making this evaluation. Mayor Bhalla spoke about how

proudly Governor Murphy said that New Jersey will be the first in its country prioritize environmental

justice concerns and these were ignored in this assessment. Mayor Bhalla voiced his concerns for

people that live there, black and brown communities who are impacted and explained that when you

have a federal policy that you can't take into account the racially disproportionate impact that policy will

have on minority communities, racism is injected into the law. Mayor Bhalla spoke about how the

expansion is no longer needed due to that congestion pricing has proven that we can tackle traffic without

destroying communities and the core justification for this massive project has literally evaporated. Mayor

Bhalla urged the Board to acknowledge the change in circumstances and to halt or reconsider the

direction of this project and to be transparent how congestion pricing has in fact eliminated the need for

the expansion and explained the money for this project is being diverted from other areas that are very

crucial to urban areas in Hudson County like mass transit. Mayor Bhalla thanked Chair O'Connor for

allowing him to speak and thanked the Board for their time and consideration.

oooOooo

Rob Harms

Mr. Harms of George Harms Construction expressed his support for the Newark Bay-Hudson

County Expansion Program ("Program") and explained that everyone should want the safest roads and

this Program is helping provide that. Mr. Harms explained that safe and reliable travel is vital for this

region of New Jersey especially with its proximity to our ports and that we have an obligation to improve

our roadways for future generations and explained this Program will help provide the economic boost to

this region and create countless opportunities for residences and businesses. Mr. Harms expressed his

support for this Program.

oooOooo

Martin Downs

Mr. Downs, here on behalf of the UTCA and President of Fletcher Creamer, who employs over

1000 employees, most who live in New Jersey, expressed his strong support of the Newark Bay-Hudson

County Improvement Program and explained its core of the program is about safety and the New Jersey

Turnpike Authority has made it very clear this program is about protecting families who rely on

infrastructure and it is their top priority. Mr. Downs explained that the first part of the project is replacing

the bridge and it will produce 25,000 real jobs and paychecks and this project will provide his company
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along with other companies along the state long term employment opportunities and allows us to invest

in training, safety and innovation that will give the next generation of trades people a reason to stay in

New Jersey and build their careers. Mr. Downs thanked New Jersey Turnpike Authority for their

leadership and provided his continued support of this critical infrastructure.

oooOooo

Abby Adams

Ms. Adams, Government Affairs Director for the Associated Construction Contractors of New

Jersey, stated that after the recently finding that no significant impact from the US Coast Guard, ACCNJ

is more inclined than ever to provide support to the Newark Bay Hudson County Extension Project and

explained that the FONSI confirms that the project complies with federal health guidelines and knows

that the New Jersey Turnpike Authority is taking the health and safety of New Jersey residents,

commuters and employed craft workers seriously and further explained it is imperative that we rebuild

our infrastructure before disaster strikes. Ms. Adams expressed that ACCNJ is pleased to support this

project and the many benefits that we will see during the construction and at completion.

oooOooo

Jerry Keenan

Mr. Keenan, President of the New Jersey Alliance for Action, an organization that ensures New

Jersey's Capital expansion keeps up with the needs of residence and businesses, expressed his

gratitude for the FONSI permit for the Newark Bay Bridge and spoke how this is a milestone in the first

part of a major project. Mr. Keenan spoke of the need to rebuild and expand the bridge and spoke about

Hudson County seeing major development. Mr. Keenan stated the New Jersey Alliance for Action is

proud to stand as a partner with the Authority to help make sure this project gets done. Mr. Keenan

explained he looked through the 2024-2028 Capital Program and explained it is filled with meaningful

projects that will improve lives, strengthen communities and create jobs for our union workers.

oooOooo

Jody Herkioz

Ms. Herkioz, Vice President of ACEC of New Jersey, stated she attended today to touch on the

importance of the Authority's investments across the regions and explained that the replacement of the

bridge is an essential component to the safety of our infrastructures that keep people safe and stated the

best and talented people of this industry are in support of the Newark Bay-Hudson County Expansion

Project and explained that $1.4B in awards are planned for 2025 and shared her continued support of

the advancement of this program. Ms. Herkioz thanked the Chair as well as the talented team at the

Authority in supporting this effort.

oooOooo

Gerard Burdi

Mr. Burdi, Principle of Union Paving & Construction Company and currently serves as President

of Utility Transportation Contractors Association of New Jersey, stated he is here today to speak on
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